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Appendices 373
As the footnotes make plain, this book owes a great deal to information supplied by Professor Sir John Baker; but what the footnotes reveal is only part of the story. Without Professor Baker's encouragement, the book would almost certainly never have been written at all. Without his help, and that of Dr Paul Brand, the most meticulous, challenging and well-informed of commentators, whose lot it has been to offer his views on almost everything I have written to date, it would almost certainly not have been worth publishing. I owe a very great deal to both of them. I am also most grateful to the anonymous readers who have commented both on this book and on related papers. Those attending the British Legal History Conferences over the past decade or so have provided a welcoming and kindly forum in which to try out ideas, and, more importantly, to acquire them. For even longer than that, the staff of the Corporation of London Record Office have offered friendly help and support. Through the good offices of the former Archivist, Mr Jim Sewell, I was granted financial assistance by the Corporation towards my work on the Husting Rolls, without which it could not have been carried out in anything like the same detail.
Finally, among the many others who have helped me down the years and are too numerous to name individually here, Professor Caroline Barron, my former tutor, stands out. I, like all her students, have benefited very greatly indeed from her advice, guidance and generous support. 
